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The Prime Minister’s address on the occasion of the 72nd Independence Day
from the ramparts of the historic Red Fort laid out the great pace
with which India has transformed over the last 4 years. Through mentioning
developments of several government initiatives, the government led by
PM Modi has moved signiﬁcantly from ‘policy paralyses’ to a ‘reform,
perform and transform’ approach.

Some of the key highlights of the speech includes:-

1
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The Constitution of India given to us by Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar has spoken about justice for all. The recently
concluded Parliament session was one devoted to
social justice. The Parliament session witnessed the
passage of the bill to create an OBC Commission.
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Women oﬃcers commissioned in short service will get opportunity
for permanent commission like their male counterparts.

3

The practise of Triple Talaq has caused great injustice among women.
I ensure the Muslim sister that I will work to ensure justice is done to them.

4

If we had continued at the same pace at which toilets were being built
in 2013, the pace at which electriﬁcation was happening in 2013, then
it would have taken us decades to complete them.

5

The demand for MSP was pending for years. With the blessings of
farmers , the decision on MSP was taken by our Government

6

With ‘Beej se Bazaar Tak’ approach we are bringing remarkable changes
in the agricultural sector. The aim is to double farmer incomes by 2022

7

Who did not want the passage of GST yet it was pending for years.
Last year GST became a reality.

8

From being seen as among the fragile ﬁve, India is now the land
of reform, perform and transform. We are poised for record
economic growth.

9

As important as economic growth is dignity of the individual ,
initiatives such as Ujjwala and Saubhagya Yojana are enhancing the
dignity of fellow Indians.

10

Mahatma Gandhi led the Satyagrahis to freedom. Today,
the Swacchagrahis have to ensure a Swachh Bharat.

11

Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya will be launched on 25th September this year. It is high time we
ensure that the poor of India get access to good quality and aﬀordable healthcare.

12
13
14
15

The honest taxpayer of India has a major role in the progress of the nation. It is due to them that
so many people are fed, their lives of the poor are transformed.
India is proud of our scientists who are excelling in their research and
are at the forefront of innovation. In the year 2022 or if possible
before, an Indian son or daughter will undertake a manned space
mission ‘Gaganyaan’ with a tricolour in their hands.
There was a time when North East India used to
feel that Delhi is very far from them, but today we
have brought Delhi to the doorstep of North East
In today’s India there is no place for nepotism .
We will not forgive the corrupt and those who
stashed black money. Delhi’s streets are now
free from power brokers. From the voice of power
brokers, the voice of the poor is heard.
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Tracing New India’s Growth Story with PM Modi’s
Independence Day Speeches over the last 4 Years
Empowering our Farmers’
for a Prosperous India
What is the outcome
2014 to 2017

Production of food grain increased to
10.5 % where in 2017-18 , 280 mt were
produced vs 250 mt 2010-14

What PM said on
Independence Day
2014 to 2017
1

2

3

4

Farmer serves Mother India by ﬁlling the
godowns with grains. Filling the granary
is the biggest nation’s service that a
farmer provides.
Only talking about agricultural
development is incomplete for rural life
style and for agriculture-based livelihood.
That will become complete, when the
welfare of the farmer is also linked.
The farmers have land and if they get
water, then the farmer of my country has
the power to produce gold out of the soil.
Farmers are now producing record
harvests and scaling new heights despite
facing natural adversities.
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3.5 cr farmers covered under Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana, total area
covered under Micro irrigation in
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana
(1.71 lakh hectare)
Historic rise in MSP of all kharif crops
(including pulses ) of about 50%
Strategy to double farmers’ income
Beej Se Bazaar Tak:
• Budget allocation increased double fold from
Rs 1,21 lakh cr 2009-14 to 2.12 lakh cr (2009-2014)
• 15 cr soil health cards distributed (as of date )
• 100 % neem coating of urea which improves
soil health and boosts yield
• 585 mandis linked to e-NAM
• 23.8 lakh hectare brought under organic farming ,
• Impetus to alternative sources of income
including blue revolution, white revolution,
ﬁsheries among others
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Economic Growth in
upswing despite reverse
trends in global arena
What is the outcome
2014 to 2017

India’s growth rate in GDP averaged at
7.3% from 2014-15 to 2017-18 among
major economies

What PM said on
Independence Day
2014 to 2017
1

2

3

4

I want to appeal all the people world
over, from the ramparts of the Red Fort,
“Come, make in India”,
“Come, manufacture in India.
We have achieved several milestones
through demonetisation. The hidden
black money has been brought into the
formal economy.
We have left behind even the big
economies of the world in matters of
growth rate and GDP.
Low interest rates on loans from banks
are making lives easier for many and
providing a ﬁllip to the country's
economic growth.
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FDI jumped $60.98 bn in 2016-17 from
$24.3 in 2013-14 clocking a rise of 36%
India’s rank in Ease of Doing Business
(100) in 2018 from 142

Number of Mobile manufacturing units
set up 120 in 2018 from just 2 in 2014

GST impact:
• Reduction in cascading eﬀect of taxes and
beneﬁt to allsectors of economy including small
traders, businesses , consumers and logistics sector.
• Application of GST increased the number of unique
indirect taxpayers by more than 50 per cent

Impact of Demonetisation:
• 80.2% reduction in Indian Black Money in Swiss
banks between 2013 and 2017
• About 2.97 lakh shell companies were deregisteredt
• Higher tax compliance where the percent of Income
Tax Returns ﬁled in 2017-18 registered a 80.5%
increase in 2017-18
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Taking forward the goal of
‘Antyodaya‘
What is the outcome
2014 to 2017

Transformation of Aspirational District
program launched where over 115
districts identiﬁed

What PM said on
Independence Day
2014 to 2017
1

If we have to build a nation, we should
start from the village. Make a Model
Village

2

We aﬃrm our commitment to provide
electricity to all villages that don't have
electricity

3

Rural roads are a perpetual issue in our
country. Each rural citizen craves for
pakka road

4

So we will together build such an India
where the poor will have Pucca House
with electricity and water.

Deen Dayal Upadhyay Gram Jyoti
Yojana achieved 100% village
electriﬁcation

Upping the speed of rural
transformation
• Ujjwala YojanaAround 5 cr BPL LPG connections provided
to women well ahead of its target
• MUDRAMore than 13 cr small entrepreneurs funded
• Under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (R)Over 1 cr houses have been built
• Toilets build in rural India7.25 cr (2014-18) vs 6.5 cr (1947-2014)
• Rural Road connectivity increased
from 56% (2014) to 82 % in villages
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Financial Inclusion
A thrust towards
economic empowerment
What is the outcome
2014 to 2017

Close to 32 cr bank accounts have been
opened, according to World Bank Findex
Report 55% of new bank accounts have
been opened globally (2014-17)

What PM said on
Independence Day
2014 to 2017
1

2

3

4

I have come here with a pledge to launch
a scheme on this festival of Freedom. It
will be called
`Pradhanmantri Jan-Dhan Yojana`
Bank accounts are essential for
integrating the poor into the ﬁnancial
system

Total deposit in account Rs (80674.2 cr)

Number of RuPay card issued to
beneﬁciaries (24.27 cr)

13.25 cr insured under Pradhan Mantri
Suraksha Bima Yojan

There were banks and the governments,
nationalisation had already taken place,
but the common man of the country was
not able to be a part of the mainstream of
national economy

PM Jeevan Jyoti Yojana beneﬁtted
5.22 cr families

More than 29 crore Jan Dhan accounts
opened. More money has come to banks
due to demonetization which will give
impetus to the economy.

Atal Pension Yojana has a total
subscriber base of 1 cr
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From Women development
to Women-led development
What is the outcome
2014 to 2017

Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao- Sex ration
improved in 104 districts, rising
enrolment of girls in secondary schools

What PM said on
Independence Day
2014 to 2017
1

2

3

4

Disparity in family is a case of female
foeticide. We will have to liberate from
it, and that is message to us of this
Freedom festival.
Heads are bowed in shame when an
incident of rape occurs. Instead of trying
to change mindsets, we end up
imposing more restrictions on our
daughters.
We have an integrated approach and I
still need the cooperation of the society
in the initiatives which we have taken in
“Beti Bachao-Beti Padhao
We have taken a very important step to
reform the labour laws to provide them
the employment opportunities in the
night also.
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Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana- More than
1.26 cr accounts opened with around
Rs 20000 cr deposited
Mission Indradhanush- Over 80 lakh
pregnant women immunized
Maternity Beneﬁt (Amendment) Act
2017- Paid maternity leave extended to
26 weeks, one of the highest duration
in the world so far

9 crore women have jointly beneﬁtted
from Mudra and StandUp India

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act – Highest
ever participation of women in
2016-17 at 56%
Passed the Muslim Women
(Protection of Rights on Marriage)
Bill that seeks to ban triple talaq
Passed the Ordinance on Death Penalty
for Rape of Girl Child under 12 years
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Creating Opportunities
to Empower our Youth
What is the outcome
2014 to 2017

Over 10 lakh youth trained and over 7
lakh placed under Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana

What PM said on
Independence Day
2014 to 2017
1

2

3

4

Millions and Millions of Indian youth
should go for acquisition of skills and
there should be a network across the
country for this and not the archaic
systems.
You will ﬁnd that with in no time, India
would see a network of start up, new
entrepreneurs would emerge and they
would in-turn provide employment
ranging from one to two to four
persons which will transform India's
economic life.
We have taken many initiatives to
realise those dreams of Pt. Deendayalji
and to fulﬁl the hopes and aspirations
of 800 million youths of the country.
Our youth should become independent,
he should get the employment, he
should become the provider of
employment.
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589 Rural Self-Employment Training
Institutes trained over 27 lakh youth
and placed over 18 lakh of them

6 new IITs made operational – IIT
Palakkad, IIT Tirupati, IIT Bhilai,
IIT Goa, IIT Jammu and IIT Dharwad

Over 30,000 students are engaged with
2,400 Atal Tinkering Labs promoting
research and innovation in youth

1.7 Cr digital books and journals
available to over 30 Lakhs users at the
National Digital Library of India

11,841 start-ups recognised by the
Government, with 1,97,967 start-ups
are registered in Start Up India portal
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Technology Driven
Development
What is the outcome
2014 to 2017

Over 1.5 cr pensioners’ submitted Digital Life certiﬁcates.

What PM said on
Independence Day
2014 to 2017
1

2

Today IT that has the potential to
connect each and every citizen of the
country and that is why we want to
realise the mantra of unity with the help
of `Digital India`.
Through electronic platform, mygov.in,
through lacs of letters of the
countrymen, through my Mann Ki Baat,
through dialogues with citizens, this
people’s participation is on the rise day
by day.

3

We should lead from the front to make
a move towards Digital transactions.

4

The process of engagement can take
place only by joining the mainstream.
Govt. is striving to bring changes
through technology.
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Over 1.5 lakh Gram Panchayats
connected via Optical Fibre Network

Over 60 Lakhs users registered at
MyGov.in – world`s largest digital
democracy platform

Over 1.17 cr users with 1.54 cr unique
uploaded documets in Digilocker

Volume of e-governance transactions
done on a daily basis stands at 8.68 cr
(as of April 2018 )

Number of e-payment transactions in
2013-14 was Rs 220 cr and in 2017-18
grew to Rs 2070.8 cr , which is an
eightfold jump

Over Rs 3,65,996 cr directly transferred
into bank accounts for 431 schemes
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Swachh Bharat
Swasth Bharat
What is the outcome
2014 to 2017

Over 8 cr toilets built since 2014
Over 4 lakh villages and over 19 states
/UTs declared open-defecation free

What PM said on
Independence Day
2014 to 2017
1

2

3

4

The poor need respect and it begins
with cleanliness. I, therefore, have to
launch a `Swachh Bharat` campaign
from 2nd October this year and carry it
forward in 4 years. (2014)
In 2019 we are about to celebrate the
150th anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi
and on 150th anniversary of Gandhiji
we have to handover him "Swachh
Bharat" as a tribute.
Healthcare is getting costlier and that is
why, I am announcing important initiatives from the ramparts of the Red Fort
for the healthcare of BPL families
Together we will build such an India
which will be clean and healthy, and
where the dream of Su-Raj will be
fulﬁlled.
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Sanitation coverage presently at 89.5%
as opposed to 38.7% in 2014, which sees
a 50% increase
Cumulative savings of 11463 cr made by
consumers through drug price control
Over 30 Lakh patients registered
with E-Hospitals
National Health Repository launched,
containing authentic, standardized and
updated geo-spatial data of all public
and private healthcare establishments.
Over 3 cr children vaccinated under
Mission Indradhanush
3000 Jan Aushandi Kendras built
resulting in 50% lower medicine bills
Over 2.5 lakh people have availed services
under Pradhan Mantri Dialysis Program
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Abhiyaan,
also known as Ayushman Bharat to be
launched on September 25, 2018. The
scheme will provide free health coverage
of upto Rs 5 lakh per family per year.
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TOP STORIES
A thrust towards securing
the lives of crores of families
Swachh Bharat Mission (Gramin)
The Swachh Bharat Mission launched by PM Narendra
Modi in 2014, has made remarkable strides in the course of
its implementation. From executing the initiative in mission
mode which has gained a momentum unparalleled by any
sanitation program.

This is replicated in the recent revelations as part of the modelling study on
the health impact of the Swachh Bharat Mission Gramin (SBM) - (G)
conducted by the World Health Organisation. The study suggests that given
an accelerated rate of rural sanitation achieved under SBM-G coupled with
the determination to end open defecation would help prevent.
3 lakh deaths due to diarrheal disease and protein-energy malnutrition
(PEM). Additionally the recent Cabinet approval of Rs 15000 cr for Extra
Budgetary Resources under the SBM-G that would beneﬁt around
1.5 cr rural households, is another boost towards achieving complete
sanitation by October 2019 underlined in the mission.

Swachh Bharat Mission (Gramin)

Giving credit where it is due

Toilets Built

ODF free villages

ODF free district
(August 2017)

89.07%

(August 2017)

4,09,442

421

Prevalence of
diarrhoea

Underweight
children in

Underweight
children in

18.1%

41.2%

28.3%

(August 2017)

(ODF areas)

(non-ODF areas)

(ODF areas)

The above statistics depict the enormous progress that the government led by PM Narendra Modi has
made in its resolve of achieving a ‘Swachh Bharat’ beyond changing the behaviour of rural India that has
transformed it into a ‘Jan Andolan’ resulting in an overall development.
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A Push towards realising the National Commission on
Farmers’ Goals

Vo lume 2 Issue 5

4th March, 201 7
The Indian farm sector under the
#TransformingIndi
a
government led by PM Narendra Modi had
witnessed unprecedented progress
owing
to
Fortnightly
Newsletter
the series of measures initiated to avert
agrarian distress and enhance the farmer’s
income by 2022.

A recent article by MS Swaminathan, the pioneer
of Green revolution who had submitted his
recommendations for improving the state of
agriculture 11 years ago, noted the striking
progress made by the present government .From
cutting the cost of cultivation to providing crop
insurance, to ensuring they get the right price of
their produce to taking steps to facilitate the
marketing of products are steps aimed at
improving the economic viability of farming by
ensuring that farmers earn the right price of the
produce along with improving agricultural
productivity.

Some of the key highlights in the recent
pastwhich strives to augment the
income and status of farmers includes -
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Towards Doubling
Farmers Income

Government announces MSP
for 22 mandated crops

Kisan Unnati
for New India

Soil Health Card
15 cr soil cards distributed
Savings in 8-10 % fertilisers and
5-6 % increase in crop yield

Fair and Remunerative Price for Sugarcane

Indian Council of Agricultural
Research developed 45 IFS
(Integrated Farming Systems ) models

Kisan Credit Card Scheme
Total no of operative KCCs
(March 2018) - Close to 2 .36 cr

Cabinet approves interest free loans to
fertiliser units to boost production

Approval of operational guidelines with
respect to Rs 5000 cr corpus for Micro
Irrigation Fund to be created by NABARD

Mission Organ Value Chain
Development for North Eastern Region
45918 hectare brought under organic
farming 97 Farmer Produce
Companies set up

The above steps ensures the reiteration of the concept of ‘Jai Kisan’ which is not merely instrumental in
enhancing both the income and status of farmers , but would also entail that India assumes the
mantle in becoming a leader in both food and nutrition security.
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Keeping the job engine
running
India is at the cusp of circumstances
with a vibrant democracy with a rich
demographic dividend. The Prime
Minister has constantly emphasized
upon strengthening Yuva Shakti which
would ensure long term national
building and sustainable development
of India. Through laying emphasis on
education and providing them with
skilling opportunities, today’s youth
stands self suﬃcient where they are not
merely job seekers, but job creators.

Boost to Job
Creation-

Mudra Yojana

More than 13 cr Mudra loans
provided. 3.40 cr
entrepreneurs beneﬁted

According to the EPFO
payroll data

41 lakh formal jobs created
(September 2017- April 2018 )
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Common Service Centres
3 lakh VLEs operating
across the country

Mobile Manufacturing Unit
120 units set up
Over 4 lakh jobs created
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A historic step towards
empowering the
Backward Communities
The government led by PM Narendra
Modi has envisaged the welfare of
the backward community to be an
important component of India’s
developmental journey. By
undertaking several policy measures
and reforms , underscored through
several welfare measures under the
Gram Swaraj Abhiyan, the
Aspirational District Program
reiterates the government’s
commitment towards empowering
the backward and ﬁnancially weaker
sections of the society.

The recent Parliament approval of the
Constitution (123rd Amendment Bill ) that grants
constitutional status to the National
Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC) is the
realisation of PM Modi’s vision of a holistic and
inclusive development for all. The bill seeks to
establish the NCBC under the Constitution to
provide it with the authority to examine
complaints and welfare measures regarding
socially and educationally backward classes.

The duties of the NCBC include:
Investigating and
monitoring the
status of the
safeguards provided
to the backward
classes

Inquiring into
speciﬁc complaints
about violation
of rights

Advising and
making
recommendations on
the socio-economic
development of
classes

Lastly, the Cabinet has recently approved the term of the Commission to examine the issue of
Sub-categorisation of Other Backward Class in Central List which is a signiﬁcant juncture to facilitate
the process of inclusion.
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India’s strong economy continues to lead global growth- IMF

In the wake of economic liberalisation in 1991, India was likened to the elephant which is slow,
ponderous but powerful and impossible to ignore. However 27 years down the line, the IMF
concedes that Indian economy is an elephant that has achieved a momentous pace. The report
states that India’s economic growth is supposed to pick up by about 7.3 % for the FY 2018-19
and commended govt policies like the the GST and expansion of economic activity which sees an
increased Forex reserves and FDI ﬂows , responsible for the positive outlook of the Indian economy.

India amongst top 100 countries for E-Governance

Prime Minister Modi has always believed in the power of technology to inﬂuence and transform
the economic potential of India.The United Nations E-Government Survey 2018 has ranked India
at the 96th position in a list of 193 countries surveyed, which sees a jump of 22 places for its
performance in development and execution of information technologies. Published every two
years, this year`s theme was “Gearing E-Government to Support Transformation towards
sustainable and resilient societies”
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A Grateful Nation Bids Farewell to
Bharat Ratna Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee

A LEADER FOR THE AGES –
AHEAD OF HIS TIMES
- PM Narendra Modi

In times of turbulence and disruption, a nation is blessed to have a leader who rises to become its moral
compass and guiding spirit, providing vision, cohesion and direction to his people. And, in such a
moment at the turn of the century, India found one in AtalBihari Vajpayee, who was gifted in spirit, heart
and mind.
For those of us who knew him, he was, ﬁrst, the rarest of human beings, who touched and inspired
everyone he met. He was compassionate to the core, generous in spirit, warm beyond measure and kind
to a fault. He was deeply respectful of others and gifted with a rare sense of humour that he often
turned upon himself.
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Orator without parallel, he could switch from disarming humour to a lofty vision with ease, with a rare
ability to connect with people naturally, to stir them to self-belief and to a higher cause. Sharply
perceptive, he could summarize the most complex issues and discussions in a single sentence or
question.
Born into a family of modest means and high ideals, he hailed from a small town in Madhya Pradesh. His
youth was deﬁned by academic excellence and quest for public service during the gathering momentum
of freedom struggle. Starting as an ordinary Karyakarta in the Jana Sangh, he organized the only truly
national-level party to be formed in independent India – the BJP – and helmed its organization work after
the passing away of ShriSyama Prasad Mookerjee and PanditDeendayalUpadhyaya.
Through the four decades of leadership in Parliament,
the struggle against Emergency (who can forget that
memorable rally in Delhi’s Ramlila Maidan when his
speech became the roar of the nation), the clarity to
represent his party with passion but always speak for the
nation, he deﬁned the spirit of democracy in India. Firm
in his political beliefs, but always accommodating and
respectful of other points of view, he set the standards of
debate in Parliament. In his simplicity and integrity, in his
dignity and empathy, and a sense of personal
non-attachment to the oﬃce, he became an inspiration
for a nation of youth.
He rescued the economy from the morass of the
mid-1990s, when political instability at home and an
uncertain global environment had threatened to derail a
still incipient economic reforms process. He sowed the
seeds of much of the economic success that we have
experienced over the past two decades. For him, growth
was a means to empower the weakest and mainstream
the marginalized. It’s that vision that continues to drive
our government’s policy.
It was Atal Ji who prepared the foundations of an India
that is ready to take on the mantle of global leadership in
the 21st century. The futuristic economic policies and
reforms of his Government ensured prosperity for
several Indians. His thrust on next-generation
infrastructure particularly roads and telecom contributed
to our country’s economic as well as social
empowerment.
Atal Ji irreversibly changed India’s place in the world. He
overcame the hesitation of our nation, the resistance of
the world and threat of isolation to make India a nuclear
weapons power. It was not a decision he took lightly,
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but one he knew was of paramount importance in the face of mounting challenges to India’s security. No
longer would India’s security be vulnerable. At that moment of surge in national pride, his was a voice of
restraint and responsibility. And, the world listened to the wisdom of the man of peace. Equally
important, he then brought to bear his extraordinary understanding of world aﬀairs and formidable
diplomatic skills to gain global acceptance of new realities. Indeed, it is the combination of his legacies of
creating strategic capabilities, promoting stronger economic growth, undertaking multi-directional
diplomacy and harnessing of diaspora energies that is today the basis for the respect we command
across the world.
He transformed ﬁve decades of estrangement with USA into an enduring strategic partnership in the
course of ﬁve years. He also steered India to deep friendship with a new post-Soviet Russia through a
strategic partnership in 2000. I had the privilege of accompanying him on a visit to Russia in November
2001 when we concluded a sister province agreement between Gujarat and Astrakhan.
With China, he made the boldest move for peace in an eﬀort to overcome the burdens of a diﬃcult past
by establishing the mechanism of Special Representatives for boundary talks. Atal Ji’s conviction that
these two ancient civilisations - which are rising powers - can work together to shape the global future
continues to guide my thinking.
A person of grassroots, our neighbours were his priority. In many ways, he was the inspiration for, and
even pioneer of, our Neighbourhood First policy. He was unwavering in his support as an opposition
leader towards Bangladesh’s liberation. He went to Lahore in search of peace. With persistence and
optimism that was his nature, he continued to search for peace and heal the wounds in Jammu and
Kashmir. But, he was resolute in winning the Kargil War. And, when our Parliament was struck, he made
the world recognize the true nature and source of cross-border terrorism against India.
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Personally, Atal Ji was an ideal, a Guru, and role model who inspired me deeply. It was he who entrusted
me with responsibilities both in Gujarat as well as at the national level. It was he who called me one
evening in October 2001, and told me to go to Gujarat as the Chief Minister. When I told him that I had
always worked in the organization, he said he was conﬁdent I would fulﬁll the people’s expectations. The
faith he had in me was humbling.
Today, we are a self-assured nation, brimming with the energy of our youth and resolve of our people,
eager for change and conﬁdent of achieving it, striving for clean and responsive governance, building
future of inclusion and opportunity for all Indians. We engage the world as equals and in peace, and we
speak for principles and support the aspirations of others. We are on the path that Atal Ji wanted us to
take. He was ahead of the times, because he had a deep sense of history, and he could peer into the
soul of India from his grasp of our civilizational ethos.

A life is to be judged not just by the extent of grief that follows when its light goes out. It is also to be
measured by the lasting impact on the lives of people and the course of time. For that reason, Atal Ji was
a true Ratna of Bharat. His spirit will continue to guide us as we build the New India of his dreams.
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