Exclusive Focus

Sardar Vallabhai Patel unified the
country, stopped it from disintegration
-PM Narendra Modi

October 31, 2018 is a day that will be
etched in the cultural history of India. On
this day Prime Minister Modi paid a fitting
tribute to Sardar Vallabhai Patel or Iron
Man, known also as India’s Bismark by
inaugurating his statute. The 182 metre
statue considered to be the largest statue
in the is built near the Sardar Sarovar Dam.

The project conceived way back in 2010 was initiated where the first step was connecting
the entire nation with the statue in form of the iron or the Loha campaign. The campaign
through which PM Modi urged the people, involved collection of agricultural tools from
around 700,000 villages that catpulted into a mass movement. In all 135 tonnes of iron was
donated by farmers which reflects the concept of national unity and made the project into
a mass movement.
The Statue of Unity symbolises Patel’s vision of national unity whih adequately symbolises
the spirit of ‘Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat’ that is closely intertwined with the government 's
vision.
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We are all delighted to be here, on the
banks of the Narmada. Today we mark Ekta
Diwas. Several people across India are
taking part in the Run for Unity

Major takeways from
the PM’s address during
the inauguration

Today is a day that will be remembered in
the history of India. No Indian will ever
forget this day
From the same taste of Sardar Sahib, he
merged his states, recognising the power
of integration. Given only judging, India
became one
In order to build the Statue of Unity, lakhs
of farmers from all over India came
together, gave their tools, portions of the
soil and thus, a mass movement developed
From Kutch to Kohima, from Kargil to
Kanyakumari today if we are able to go to
unabated, it is only possible with their
determination, due to the Sardars honour
Statue of Unity is also symbolic of our
engineering and technology affordability.
Every day, the artisans have worked on
mission mode in around three and a half
years.
These monuments are a symbol of the
millions of Indians respecting our strength,
and the countrys economy is going to be an
important place for job creation. This
allows thousands of tribal sister-brothers
to get direct employment every year
Today the entire world is looking at the
banks of river Narmada. People from
across the country and world are
connected to this. We keep the dream of
#EkBharatShreshthaBharat alive.
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RunForUnity
The day marked as the ‘Rashtriya Ekta Diwas’ also witnessed an overwhelming number of participation
in the form of ‘Run for Unity’ which have been organised across the nation to mark the 143rd birth
anniversary of the Sardar Patel.
Remarking that it was Sardar Patel due to whose effort the unification of India was made possible, the
PM remarked that the ‘New India’ built by the 130 crore Indians today is strong, prosperous and inclusive
which shows the government’s commitment towards ‘Last mile delivery of services’.
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Top Stories
Ease of Doing Business: India takes a giant leap
India’s rank in the World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business 2019 survey projected
a sharp rise among the 190 countries surveyed making it the only country to
rank among the top 10 improvers for the second consecutive year. The report
attributed major policy reforms that contributed towards the positive rise in
the rankings. The reforms in India include streamlining the process of
obtaining a building permit and improved building quality controls.
Progressive policy measures including introduction of Goods
and Service Tax, easy access to electricity, amendment of the
insolvency and bankruptcy code and initiatives under the
National Trade Facilitation Action Plan (2017-2020) has led to
improving its rankings in a number of indicators. The most
dramatic improvements were registered in indicators related
to construction permit and trading across borders.

(World Bank Ease of Doing Business Rankings)
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Factors on which India’s rank improved

Towards realising ‘Shaktiman Bharat’: INS
Arihant becomes fully operational

India’s first indigenous nuclear ballistic missile submarine INS Arihant has become fully
operational which completes the country’s nuclear triad. The submarine returned from its
first deterrence patrol which is a big step towards strengthening national security. It’s
development and operationalisation not merely attests to the technological prowess but
also reflects India’s commitment towards it’s nuclear doctrine which outlines ‘Credible
Minimum Deterrence' and ‘No First Use’ as the posture.
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Furthering a special and strategic
partnership: India and Japan ties

Prime Minister
Modi’s visit to Japan
for the 13th India-Japan
Annual Summit heralds the
broadening of the alignment
of two super powers with
mutually coexistent
interests in the
global realm.

Highlighting the fact that the 21st century belongs to
Asia, the PM suggested that the cooperation of both
India and Japan is essential to further the Asian power
and influence in this century.

Some of the key takeaways from his visit include
Japan and India have inked six pacts on areas including digital partnership,
cyberspace,health and protection, space and maritime security.
Japan will invest $2.5 million that will provide employment opportunities to
over 30 thousand people in India
Both nations signed currency swap agreements worth $75 billion which will
aid in bringing greater stability to foreign exchange and capital market
Lauding several initiatives of India including Financial inclusion, arrangements
to promote digital transaction, Make in India the government is striving
towards Indian Solution :Global Applications
The PM summed up his visit stating that Japan has been a consistent partner of India’s development
trajectory from bullet trains to smart cities with a major part of Indian youth benefitting from japan’s
skilling ecosystem.
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Big Boost to the MSME
sector, advancing India’s
Ease of Doing Business
In a crucial move to augment the business
climate in the country, the Prime Minister doled
out policies that are historic for the MSME
sector. While launching the MSME Support and
Outreach program, the PM has announced 12
major decisions that would enhance credit
access to MSME businesses and lead to an
overall development of the economy.

Below given is the graphical depiction of the 12 major decisions and its impact
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Sharp rise in timely
wage disbursal of
MGNREGA workers
The government led by PM Modi has worked
tirelessly to relieve the hardship of thee rural
poor. One exemplary instance in this regard
includes ensuring greater timely payment
ent of
wages to MGNREGA workers. Where earlier
delay in wages throttled the opportunity
nity of
employment to rural people under the scheme,
cheme,
the intervention by the present government has
alleviated the distress by providing both timely
payment and increased demand for work.
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Farmers are the ones who take
the country forward: PM Modi

During an address via video conferencing at Krishi Kumbh in Lucknow PM Modi, reiterated the
government’s commitment to double the farmer’s income by 2022. The Prime Minister
expressed confidence that this gathering of the farmers at the event would pave way for new
technology to be imbibed and better opportunities to be created in the agricultural sector.

The Prime Minister moreover stated that the present
government instead of working in instalments related
to the issue of agriculture is dedicated towards
ushering in a holistic and comprehensive development
of farmers. In this context he mentioned that the plan
consist of ‘Kam Lagat, Adhik Aay’ which resulted in
making unprecedented inclusion of scientific methods
in farming.
A series of measures taken by the government in the
last four years has been targeted towards lowering
input costs and raising profits. Further he also
asserted the practise of harnessing latest technology
in farming during the interaction and called discussions
on matters including judicious use of water resources
and utilising technology for water storage.
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