Exclusive Focus
Inclusive growth is our tribute
to Mahatma Gandhi: PM Modi
The celebration of the 150th anniversary year of Mahatma Gandhi commenced on a
note of great positivity and momentum. Building on the vision of ‘Clean India’
envisaged by him, the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan initiated by PM Modi on October 2, 2014
is riding high on success. Through initiating several initiatives including the Swachhata
Hi Seva movement, the Prime Minister has emphasised that Bapu remains a shining
beacon of hope for millions across the world. For those who seek a life full of dignity,
equality, inclusion and empowerment, the Gandhian philosophy and ideals remain
unparalleled.
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Narendra Modi

The noble thoughts of Mahatma Gandhi have given strength to millions across the world. He was a
stalwart who lived for others and to make our world a better place.

In the blog that he penned on the occasion of Bapu’s birth anniversary, PM stated that it was Bapu who
connected Indian in spirit, though and action. Stressing how Gandhi had exerted tremendous influence in
shaping people’s thoughts and action during the freedom struggle, the PM underscored how Swachh Bharat
Mission has accomplished itself as a ‘Jan Andolan’.

In this fibre, the Swachh Bharat Mission has served as an exemplar which saw the participation of 130 crore
Indians that has ushered in a vibrant, mass movement and resulted in commendable outcomes.
The PM also emphasized that it was Bapu’s document on ‘Constructive Program’ which envisioned the concept
of ‘Clean and Healthy India’ that catalysed the Swachh Bharat Mission.
This was adequately reflected during PM Modi’s speech at the Mahatma Gandhi International Sanitation
Convention (MGISC) a 4–day international conference which were attended by eminent dignitaries from
international bodies including the UNICEF, World Bank. During the convention PM Modi further highlighted
that 'Inspired by Mahatma Gandhi, Indians have made the Swachh Bharat Mission the world's biggest
movement'.
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The World Lauds the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan

UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres

Some 2.3 billion people worldwide do not have the basic sanitation facilities. To build resilient,
ealthy societies, we need to change this urgently. I congratulate PM Modi for demonstrating
leadership and vision on this vital issue.

Ms. Henrietta H. Fore,- Executive Director at UNICEF

Change in behaviours, improving our innovations, giving young people the chance to gain skills and
learnings, and involving the private sector are the key to the success of any sanitation mission. The
future depends on what we do.
Mr. Bil Gates, Director of Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

The leadership of PM Narendra Modi and the Indian Government has played an important role in
improving sanitation. Now is the time to build on the success of Swachh Bharat.

UNICEF Regional Director, Jean Gough lauded the successful trajectory of the mission.
She stated that while ‘defecation’ was considered a taboo in rural India specifically, the
mission entailed that it was India that made the concept of ‘Open Defecation Free’ a
political priority.

The convention also underlined that how the mission already a success, houses a lot more
potentiality for success as was stated by the World Bank Vice President Hartwig Schafer.
He stated that the Swachh Bharat Mission with a vision on the top is not merely focussed
upon the construction of toilets, but it is also about inducting a behavioural change
amongst people regarding usage and practise of toilets. He further suggested that the
mission is a laudable change with a shift in focus from toilet construction to toilet usage
and sanitation improvement at the scale of communities whereby in doing so it involves
both people and community participation that would sustain this change.
Thus, the Swachh Bharat Mission which has resulted in achieving
crucial milestones both on the rural and urban front is an
unprecedented movement that has revolutionised the concept of
sanitation and cleanliness globally. This paves the way for
achieving the mark of 100% sanitation coverage by Bapu’s 150th
birth anniversary as promised by the government led by PM
Modi consistently.
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Top Stories
Gujarat’s Cooperative Movement is a Model for
the Entire Country: PM Narendra Modi
Inauguration of modern food processing facilities, energy projects and the Mahatma Gandhi museum
formed the key highlights of PM Modi's recent visit to Gujarat. The visit reinterpreted the
government's aim to strengthen the existing infrastructure along with a focus on futuristic
development projects. PM Modi affirmed that the government is constantly working on all schemes
including PM Awas Yojana, Ujjwala Yojana and Ayushyman Bharat Yojana to bring the qualitative
change in the life of poor people. While addressing the gathering he said “The time has come to give
importance to innovation and value addition”.
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Modern food processing facilities and Amul's ultra-modern
chocolate plant were inaugurated by PM Modi in Anand on
September 30, 2018. He also visited the chocolate plant,
where he was briefed on the technologies used and
products made. Promoting entrepreneurs and startups, PM
Modi launched Anand Agricultural University's incubation
centre cum centre for excellence in food processing. Mujkuva
Solar Energy Cooperative Group was also launched which
aims to double farmers’ income by selling surplus electricity
to power companies. The PM ascertained the role of
cooperative sector in augmenting Gujarat’s development.
While in Anand, PM Modi laid a foundation stone for the first
Amul dairy plant in Kolkata, West Bengal through
video-conferencing.

Asserting that a strong energy sector is needed for
the growth of any country, the PM said that we
cannot alleviate poverty if we are energy poor.
Towards this end, he inaugurated the Mundra LNG
terminal, the Anjar-Mundra Pipeline Project and the
Palanpur-Pali-Barmer pipeline project, at Anjar on
September 30, 2018. The natural gas supply from
Mundra to Anjar will significantly boost the
industrialization in Kutch region. Speaking at the
event, PM Modi said that Gujarat is emerging as a
LNG hub of the country and every Gujarati should be
proud of this achievement.

The Mahatma Gandhi Museum was inaugurated by
PM Modi in Rajkot. The museum has been set up at the
Alfred High School, which was an important part of
Mahatma Gandhi's formative years. This will aid the
process of spreading awareness about Gandhian
culture, values and philosophy. While in Rajkot, the
Prime Minister also unveiled a plaque to mark the
inauguration of a public housing project of 624 houses.
He witnessed the e-Gruh Pravesh of 240 beneficiary
families under PM Awas Yojana.
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PM Modi was honoured with the
prestigious United Nations' Champions of
Earth Award. PM Modi and the French
President Emmanuel Macroon were
recognised in the Policy Leadership
category for their pioneering work in
championing the International Solar
Alliance and promoting new areas of levels
of cooperation on environmental action.
PM Modi’s pledge to single-use plastic in
India by 2022 received a special mention by
the UN. India’s Cochin International Airport
was honored in the Entrepreneurial
Visionary category. The airport was hailed
for its leadership in the use of sustainable
energy.

UN Recognizes
India’s Efforts to Combat
Non-Communicable
Diseases
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India Shines at UN’s
Champions of Earth Awards

United Nations Interagency Task Force (UNIATF)
awarded the Ministry of Health and National
Health Mission in two separate categories for
their contribution towards prevention and
control of non-communicable diseases (NCDs).
The Ministry was awarded for developing the
National Multisectoral NCD Action Plan (NMAP)
involving
39
ministries
to
combat
non-communicable diseases, which cause 62%
of deaths in India. In the last four years, National
Health Mission expanded nearly eight times,
covering all the states and UTs. The government
also initiated a population level screening, early
detection, risk reduction and management
initiative in almost 200 districts, which aims to
provide free diagnosis, treatment, and follow-up
to 500 million adults.
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Securing our Annadata’s income
The government led by PM Modi has taken a plethora of
initiatives focussed upon doubling farmer’s income and ensuring
their welfare. Another crucial move includes the recent Cabinet
approval of the increase in Minimum Support Price (MSPs) for all
Rabi crops in 2018-19 to be marketed in 2019-2020.
The MSP increased in accordance with the recommendation of
the farm advisory body, Commission for Agricultural Cost and
Prices’ (CACP) is a step towards increasing farmer’s income. The
decision is set to ensure farmers receive 50.1% to 112.5% over
cost of production which will provide an additional return to
farmers of Rs 62,635 crore.
The previous increase in the MSP of Kharif crops along with the
present increase of the Rabi crops are an reiteration of the
government’s promise to the farmers; which is ensuring that
agricultural produce gets appropriately priced as one of the
major components of it’s ‘Beej Se Bajaar Tak’ principle.
The MSPs fixed by the government during 2019-20 is depicted
below which indicates a high return over cost of production.

Cost of production per quintal

MSP (2019-20)

*Return over cost of production (%)
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India-Russia:
An enduring partnership
in a changing world

India and Uzbekistan highlighted the
confluence of their history with Agra
and Samarkhand signing the
Twinnings Agreement. The visit, a
fourth in the series of visits made by
the Uzbek President underscored the
importance of the bilateral ties
between the two nations. While
reaffirming the historical linkage, both
the nations beefed up their
cooperation by inking 17 agreements
spanning across defense, national
security,
agriculture,
science,
pharmaceuticals, technology and
boosting people-to-people ties. The
President of Uzbekistan further
praised the government led by PM
Modi for the various initiatives that
have strengthened India’s position as
a global power.
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The visit of President Putin for the 19th
India-Russia annual summit reinvigorated ties
between the two nations. With both the
nations enjoying a ‘Special and Privileged
Strategic Partnership’ India’s relationship with
Russia is marked by trust, understanding and
reciprocity. The Prime Minister alluded to
historical ties between the two nations and
stated that talks with President Putin has
provided new direction to the bilateral
strategic partnership. In this context crucial
pacts were inked in sectors spanning across
the fields of space, nuclear energy, railways
and space. Underling mutual cooperation in
fields including terrorism, Afghanistan,
Indo-Pacific events and in organisation such
as SCO, BRICS, G-20 and ASEAN both the
Prime Ministers reaffirmed the growing
convergence of interest and reaffirmed their
partnership in the changing world.

India is committed to
strengthen strategic partnership
with Uzbekistan: PM Modi
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India
Hosts
First General
Top
Stories
Assembly of International
Solar Alliance

The first Assembly of the International
Solar Alliance (ISA) was inaugurated by
PM Modi on October 2, 2018 at Vigyan
Bhawan in New Delhi. Amongst others,
the Secretary General of United Nations,
Mr. Antonio Guterres was also present at
the occasion. The same event also
marked the inauguration of the second
IORA Renewable Energy Ministerial
Meeting, and the 2nd Global RE-Invest
Renewable Energy Investors’ Meet and
Expo.
Addressing the gathering, PM Modi
expressed confidence that in future, when
people talk about the establishment of
the welfare of mankind in the 21st
century, the International Solar Alliance
will be at the top of the list.
For India, the target is to generate 40
percent of total energy requirements in
2030, by non-fossil fuel based sources. In
the same spirit, PM Modi commented that
India is developing a new self-confidence
of “Poverty to Power”.

PM Narendra Modi visited Haryana on
October 9, where he laid the Foundation
Stone of Rail Coach Refurbishing Karkhana in
Sonepat. Once complete, this will be a major
repair and maintenance facility for rail
coaches in the northern region. It is being set
up using modular and prefabricated
construction techniques, modern machinery,
and environment-friendly features.

PM Modi Lays Foundation Stone
for Railway Coach Factory

Addressing the gathering, PM said that the
Rail Coach Refurbishing Karkhana will
contribute to the development of not just
Sonepat, but the entire State of Haryana.
The factory will give impetus to the
industrial development of Haryana and also
provide employment opportunities to the
youth.
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