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Towards Transforming the Landscape of Indian Healthcare Sector
Launch of Ayushman Bharat - Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Ambitious
Health Insurance Scheme Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(PM-JAY) at Ranchi, Jharkand on September 23, 2018 The first
part of Ayushman Bharat, the health and wellness centres,
was launched on Babasaheb Ambedkar’s birth anniversary,
April 14, 2018.
A game changing initiative in the health sector which aims to
benefit the economically weaker section of the society, PMJAY is a big leap towards achieving the vision of ‘Sabka Saath
Sab ka Vikas’.
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Health insurance cover of
upto 5 lakh/family/year

Targets 50 crore beneficiaries
In the same fibre, PM Modi
reiterated
the
government’s
stance of working with a holistic
approach to upgrade the health
sector in the country. Stating that
the focus is on both Aﬀordable
and Preventive Healthcare, the
program is set to be the biggest
and comprehensive government
sponsored healthcare scheme in
the global health trajectory.

Provision of secondary and
tertiary hospitalization

Covers 1300 illnesses

1350 medical packages
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TOP

STORIES
Towards realising the goal of Swachh Bharat

Launch of ‘Swachhata Hi Seva’ campaign by PM Modi

In a historic endeavour to catalyse the
fulfilment of Bapu’s dream of a Clean India,
PM Narendra Modi launched the ‘Swachhata
hi Seva‘ campaign. The campaign which
commenced from September 15 and is set to
run until October 2nd, is set to boost public
participation in the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan.
PM Narendra Modi interacted with Swachhagrahis across the country through video
conference along with personalities from diﬀerent walks of life. The PM lauded the people’
eﬀorts in transforming the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan into a Jan Andolan . The Prime Minister
further, shared some key achievements of the ‘Swachh Bharat Abhiyan’ where he emphasised
upon the contribution of ‘Swachhagrahis’ who are radically driving Bapu’s vision of a ‘Swachh
Bharat‘
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Conversations on Swachhata Hi Seva
Sadhguru
Tremendous things have happened (on cleanliness) thanks to
our Prime Minister. It is great that the Prime Minister is talking
regularly about things like cleanliness.

Amitabh Bacchan
I realised that what people should do is focus on ensuring
their immediate surroundings are clean. We were involved
with a Cleanathon. CM of Maharashtra and I went to hospitals
with the message of Swachhata. I will continue working for a
Swachh Bharat

Sri Sri Ravi Shankar
I realised that what people should do is focus on ensuring their
immediate surroundings are clean.

Mata Amritanandamayi

Ratan Tata
I congratulate you for a courageous move in the form of
Swachh Bharat Mission. We are no longer taking the health of
our people for granted. We are devoting manpower for a strong
India and focussing on healthcare.

We have adopted 101 villages throughout the nation. Here we
have not only constructed toilets but also taught the women
living there how to construct toilets. This has helped them to
earn a living and become self-dependent.

Achievements of the
Swachh Bharat Mission

Sanitation coverage increased
to 90% from 40% in 4 years

20 states and Union
territories declared ODF

450 districts declared
Open defecation free

Over 8 cr toilets built
since 2014

The PM reiterated that that the Swachhata Hi Seva campaign is is a big step towards building a ‘Healthy and
Clean India ‘ that will aid in enhancing the overall life and productivity of the people.
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“Our Aim is to Take India to New Heights of Growth” PM Modi in Odisha
The Prime Minister’s visit to Odisha was
marked by some crucial ventures which
would revive both the regional economy
and make it an integral part of India’s
development narrative. This is indicated
by two major initiatives comprising of the
inauguration of the Jharsuguda airport
and laying the foundation stone for the
revival of the Talcher Fertilizer plant .

Inauguration of
the Jharsuguda Airport
On September 23 2018, PM inaugurated a
new airport in Jharsuguda – also known as the
powerhouse of Odisha. The Prime Minister also
flagged oﬀ the UDAN flight on Jharsuguda-Raipur
sector.
Jharsuguda is the second airport of Odisha after
Bhubaneswar to become operational and the
first one to provide necessary connectivity to
Bhubaneswar, Raipur and Ranchi under RCS
UDAN. The Terminal Building has five check-in
counters and one arrival carousel with peak hour
handling capacity of 300 plus passengers which
is well placed to serve the needs of the people .
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Reviving the Talcher Plant
In a move to make India self-reliant by
reducing India’s dependency on natural
gas and fertiliser, the Government led by
PM Modi has enabled revival of the Talcher
fertiliser plant. It would be the first fertiliser
plant that would provide a template for
using gas produced from coal`. With an
aim to promote alternative use of domestic
coal in an environment-friendly manner
,the PM stated that projects such as these
are ‘central to India’s growth story’.
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PM’s Interaction with Anganwadi and ASHA Workers

The month of Septemeber was marked as “Poshan Maah” across the
country. The aim was to reach every household with the message
of the importance of holistic nutrition. Prime Minister Modi also
interacted with lakhs of Anganwadi and ASHA workers through video
conferencing on September 11. This was followed by interactions with
the health workers at his residence on 19th-20th September
A landmark increase in remuneration for ASHA and Anganwadi workers was announced by PM Modi, during
the video-bridge interaction, which will be eﬀective from next month. Routine incentives given to ASHA
workers by the Union Government would also be doubled. In addition, all ASHA workers and their helpers
will be provided free insurance cover under Prime Minister's Jan Suraksha Yojanas.

PM Modi appreciated the eﬀorts of Anganwadi and ASHA workers of working together, to use innovative
means and technology, to improve the delivery of health and nutrition services and the goal of the POSHAN
campaign - reduction of malnutrition in the country.

Monthly performance linked
incentive of ₹250 to Anganwadi
helpers

Enhanced rate of honorarium and
performance linked incentives
to be eﬀective from 1 st Oct. ‘18

About 27 lakh Anganwadi
Workers and Anganwaadi
Helpers to benefit

₹10649.41 crore allocated for
the period from
1st Oct. ’18 to 31st March ’20
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Towards enhancing farmer’s welfare

The Government led by PM Narendra
Modi has taken another giant leap towards
boosting pro-farmer initiatives. With the
recent approval of the umbrella scheme
Pradhan Mantri Annadata Aay SanraksHan
Abhiyan’ (PM-AASHA) , that is aimed towards
ensuring remunerative prices to farmers for
their produce, the government has taken an
unprecedented step.

Price Support Scheme (PSS)
Physical procurement of pulses, oilseeds & Copra
by Centre Nodal Agencies. Central Government to
bear procurement expenditure and loses due to
procurement
T

The recent scheme is expected to
complement the increase in MSP which
will be translated to farmer’s income by
way of robust procurement mechanism in
coordination with the states.
The three components outlined under the
scheme is thus aimed towards enhancing
agricultural productivity, reducing cost of
cultivation which will enable boosting and
securing farmer’s income in the long run.

Price Deficiency
Payment Scheme (PDPS)
To cover all oilseeds for which MSP is notified.
Farmers to get direct payment to the diﬀerence
between MSP & selling price

Pilot of Private Procurement
& Stockist Scheme (PPPS)
Private sector participations in procurement
operation to be piloted. For oilseeds, states have the
option to roll out PPPS on pilot basis

Government Guarantee
increased to ₹45,550 cr
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Envisioning a New Varanasi for New India
Prime Minister Modi’s recent sojourn to
Varanasi on September 17 and 18 was high
on interactions and conversations. He laid the
foundation stones and inaugurated various
development projects in Varanasi. Addressing
a public meeting he stated that in last four
years the city of Varanasi has witnessed
unparalleled progress, he urged the people to
join in the movement to create a New Kashi and
New India.

PM Modi had a brief interaction with
Anganwadi and ASHA workers, who were
thankful to him for the landmark increment
in their remuneration. While conversing
with the group, PM Modi commented
that Anganwadi and ASHA workers should
become “Yashoda Maiyya” for thousands of
children in need of attention and healthcare.

An enthusiastic group of students welcomed PM
Narendra Modi at a school in Narur village. He
had a lively interaction with the youngsters on
wide range of subjects. “It is important to learn
various skills. This will help you forever”, PM Modi
told the young students extending greetings on
Vishwakarma Jayanti. He urged the students to
give importance to sports and said that it is vital to
be inquisitive and ask questions. “Never feel afraid
to ask questions. It is a key aspect of learning”, he
told the students.

Prime Minister drove through the
streets of Varanasi evaluating the
development of the city. He stopped
at Kashi Vishwanath Temple to oﬀer
prayers. He also made a surprise visit
to the Manduadih Railway Station.
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Air Connectivity Reaches Sikkim

Sikkim's dream of having an airport
has come true nine years after a
foundation stone of the greenfield
airport was laid, around 33 km
from Gangtok, in 2009. The first
airport in the Himalayan state, the
Pakyong airport was inaugurated
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on September 24, 2018. With this,
the country now has
100 fully
operational
airports.
p
p
The Pakyong airport will greatly ease connectivity to Sikkim.
It will function under the UDAAN scheme, ensuring its
usefulness for the common man. The airport is spread
over 201 acres and is located on top of a hill at 4,500 feet
above sea level. PM Modi hailed all the engineers for their
work in bringing about an engineering marvel. The PM
laid emphasis on the steps being taken to enhance both
infrastructural and emotional connectivity in the entire
North Eastern region, at a rapid rate.

Towards Boosting Ties with the Neighbourhood:
India-Bangladesh Friendship Pipeline Project
PM Modi and his Bangladeshi counterpart
PM Sheikh Hasina cemented the bilateral
ties between the two nations by inaugurating
a friendship pipeline project along with two
railway projects. The inauguration was done via
video conferencing by the two premiers. The
130 km India-Bangladesh pipeline project which
will connect Siliguri in West Bengal in India and
Parbatipur in Bangladesh. It will aid in enhancing
the ties between the two nations and also fulfil
Bangladesh’s energy needs at aﬀordable rates.
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PSLV-C42 Launches 2 New Foreign Satellites with
ISRO Launching 239 Satellites in Total
The Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle
(PSLV-C42) of ISRO, launched two
satellites NovaSAR and S1-4 from
the Satish Dhawan Space Centre
on September 16. The satellite
has multiple applications. These
include forestry
ry mapping, land use,
ice cover monitoring,
onitoring, flood and
disaster monitoring
nitoring and maritime
missions thatt would further be used
for surveying
g resources, monitoring
environment,
nt, monitoring disaster
and urban management .

India’s Under-5 Mortality Now
w
Matches Global Average
According to a recent report released by United
Nations Inter-agency Group for Child Mortality
Estimation (UNIGME), India’s under five mortality
rate for the first time, has been estimated at
39 deaths per 1,000 live births, the same as the
global average. Appreciating the ongoing eﬀorts
towards the cause, UNICEF India commented that
investment on ensuring holistic nutrition under the
POSHAN campaign and national commitment to
make India open defecation-free by 2019 are steps
that will help in accelerating progress further.
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