
All you wanted 
to know about the 
COVID-19 
Vaccination



When will I get 
the Vaccine?
The Government has identified prioritized groups 
comprising of those most at risk for receiving the COVID 
19 vaccine in the initial phase. The vaccine will be o�ered 
first to healthcare workers, frontline workers and 
population above 50 years of age, followed by population 
below 50 years of age with associated comorbidities 
based on the evolving pandemic situation. It would be 
extended to the remaining population based on the 
disease epidemiology and vaccine availability. The priority 
group of above 50 years is further subdivided into those 
above 60 years of age and those between 50 to 60 years 
of age for the phasing of roll out based on pandemic 
situation and vaccine availability.



What is the eligibility
criteria to receive 
vaccination 
(Age,Profession)?
The criteria for administration of COVID 19 vaccination has been 
devised based on groups who are most at risk to exposure or 
developing serious illnesses. The first prioritised group is 
healthcare and frontline workers, followed by persons over 50 
years of age and persons under 50 years with comorbid 
conditions.

How will I receive
the COVID-19 Vaccine?
Once registered the eligible beneficiaries will be informed 
through their registered mobile number regarding the Health 
Facility where the vaccination will be provided and the 
scheduled date and time for the same. This will be done to 
avoid any inconvenience  in vaccination of beneficiaries. 



NAME

**********

What is the cost of
Vaccine and who will pay?
For the first priority group of Healthcare workers and 
Frontline workers the vaccine shall be provided free of 
cost by Govt. of India at designated public health centres.

How many shots of 
vaccine will be needed?
Two doses of vaccine, 28 days apart, need to be taken by 
an individual to complete the vaccination schedule.



Are there any side effects 
of the vaccine?
The safety of COVID Vaccine is scientifically proven. As with 
other vaccines, minor adverse events such as mild to 
moderate fever, local pain and swelling at injection site, 
malaise etc. may be expected following COVID-19 
vaccination. The vaccine administrators are fully equipped to 
take care of these. The beneficiaries are also requested to 
wait for 30 minutes post vaccination at the session site. In 
very rare cases, a person may develop anaphylaxis. To handle  
these types of side e�ects, AEFI (Adverse Events Following 
Immunization) Management Centres have been planned at or 
near Vaccination centres.



Is vaccination mandatory?
If so, what if I don't want 
to take the vaccine?

Where can I report side 
effects (if any) of the 
vaccine?

Vaccination for COVID-19 is voluntary. However, it is 
advisable to receive the complete schedule of COVID-19 
vaccine for protecting one-self against this disease and also 
to limit the spread of this disease to the close contacts 
including family members, friends, relatives and co-workers.

Kindly contact  the nearest health facility ANM/ASHA. 



If vaccine causes any side 
e�ects will I get medical 
treatment free of cost?

Will there be enough vaccines 
for everyone?

Government health facilities will provide treatment free of 
cost in case vaccine causes any side e�ects. Most side 
e�ects are minor which may not require admission in a 
hospital facility.

As these are new vaccines and  initially there is limited 
supply at present, so to avoid inconvenience , vaccines will 
be given first to the priority groups depending upon their 
risk and vulnerability. Government is continuously 
monitoring the availability of vaccines and decisions will 
be taken at the appropriate time regarding vaccines to the 
rest of the population.



There are a couple of 
vaccines declared safe by
the Government. Which one 
is best?

If I had COVID-19 but have
recovered now, do I still need 
to get vaccinated? 

The safety and e�cacy data from clinical trials of vaccine 
candidates are examined by the Drug regulator of our 
country before granting the license for the same. Hence, all 
the COVID-19 vaccines that receive approval from the 
Regulator have safety, immunogenicity and e�cacy.

Yes, it is advisable to receive a complete schedule of 
COVID vaccine irrespective of past history of infection 
with COVID-19.



After vaccination, do
I still need to wear a mask 
and maintain social distance?

Can corporates conduct a 
vaccination drive for their 
employees if they agree to 
bear the cost?

Even after receiving the COVID 19 vaccine, we must 
continue taking all precautions like use of face cover or 
masks, hand sanitization and maintain physical distancing 
(6 feet or Do Gaj). These behaviours must be followed 
both at the session site and in general.

In the initial phase, COVID 19 vaccine will be provided to 
the priority group- Health Care and Front-line workers by 
the government.



Do I have a choice of 
the vaccine?

Will I get a certificate to 
show I have got vaccinated
in case it is needed for some 
reason?

There is no choice in the initial phase for vaccines.

After completion of the recommended doses, a message 
of completion of vaccine schedule would be sent to the 
registered phone number along with the link to access the 
digital certificate with QR code which can be saved on 
“Digi locker”.



Is registration with the 
health department 
mandatory?

What documents does one 
need for vaccination?

Yes, registration of beneficiaries is mandatory for 
vaccination for COVID 19 via the Co-WIN platform. Only 
after registration the information on the session site to visit 
and date and time will be shared with the beneficiary.

Any of the below mentioned ID with Photo may be 

produced at the time of registration: 

• Aadhar Card 

• Driving License



• Health Insurance Smart Card issued under the    

  scheme of Ministry of Labour• Mahatma Gandhi  

  National Rural Employment Guarantee Act      

  (MGNREGA) Job Card  

• O�cial identity cards issued to MPs/MLAs/MLCs 

• PAN Card 

• Passbooks issued by Bank/Post O�ce 

• Passport 

• Pension Document 

• Service Identity Card with photograph issued to     

   employees by Central/ State Govt./ PSUs/Public 

   Limited Companies 

• Voter ID 

• Smart card issued by RGI under NPR



Are there any preventive 
measures and precautions
that one needs to follow at 
the session site?

Will the vaccine be safe?

We request you to wait at the vaccination centre for at 
least half an hour after taking the COVID-19 vaccine. 
Inform the nearest health authorities / ANM / ASHA in 
case you feel any discomfort or uneasiness subsequently. 
Remember to continue following key COVID Appropriate 
Behaviours like wearing of mask, maintaining hand 
sanitization and physical distance (or 6 feet or Do Gaj).

Vaccines are introduced in the country only after the 
regulatory bodies have cleared them based on its safety, 
immunogenicity and e�cacy.



Will the vaccine 
introduced in India be as 
effective as the ones 
introduced in other countries?

Out of multiple vaccines, 
how are one or more vaccines 
chosen for administration? 

Yes. The COVID 19 vaccine introduced in India will be as 
e�ective as any vaccine developed by other countries. 
Various phases of clinical trials of vaccines are undertaken to 
ensure its safety, immunogenicity and e�cacy.

The safety and e�cacy data from clinical trials of vaccine 
candidates are examined by the Drug regulator of our country 
before granting the license for use. Hence, all the COVID-19 
vaccines that receive the approval from the Regulator will have 
safety, immunogenicity and e�cacy. However, it must be 
ensured that the entire schedule of vaccination is completed by 
only one type of vaccine as di�erent COVID-19 vaccines are not 
interchangeable.



Can a person with an 
active COVID-19 infection
be vaccinated?

What about those who are 
on medication for illnesses like 
cancer, diabetes, hypertension 
etc?

Person with an active symptom of COVID-19 infection may 
defer the vaccination for 4-8 weeks after recovery.

Persons with one or more of these comorbid conditions
are considered in the high-risk category. They need to get 
COVID-19 vaccination.



When would antibodies 
develop? After taking the first 
dose, after taking the second 
dose, or much later?

Does India have the capacity to 
store the vaccine at a 
temperature of 2 to 8 degree 
Celsius and transport them at 
required temperature?

Protective levels of antibodies are generally developed two 
weeks after receiving the 2nd dose of COVID-19 vaccine.

India runs one of the largest annual Immunization programme 
in the world, catering to the vaccination needs of more than 
26 million newborns and 29 million pregnant women. The 
programme mechanisms are being strengthened / geared up to 
e�ectively cater to the country’s large and diverse population 



What types of COVID-19 
vaccines are being developed? 
How would they work?
Serum Institute of India’s Covishield vaccine: Recombinant 
Chimpanzee adenovirus vector vaccine. Bharat Biotech’s 
Covaxin: Covaxin is an “inactivated virus” vaccine and is made 
by using particles of the coronavirus that were killed, making 
them unable to infect or replicate. Injecting  defined doses of 
vaccines help the body to develop immunity against the 
disease.

Does a vaccinated person still 
need to go through the 
quarantine process during/after 
travel?  
Yes, vaccines are for self protection and the status of being 
vaccinated does not imply that the person is not  carrying or 
transmitting the disease .However, the health status of the 
traveller will depend on the antibody status against the virus 
of COVID 19 at the time of travel. 



Does a vaccinated 
person require to wear 
a mask? 
Even after receiving the COVID 19 vaccine, we must 
continue taking all precautions like use of face cover or 
masks, hand sanitization and maintain distancing (6 feet or 
Do Gaj). These behaviours must be followed both at the 
session site and in general.

What is the efficacy of the 
vaccine? Is it for life time or
one needs to repeat the 
cycle after some time?
The long term e�ects of safe vaccinations in order to 
provide an immune response will require some more time 
for evaluation. Available data is not su�cient to comment 
on how long the vaccine is e�cacious.



Do insurance companies 
cover for any potential side 
e�ects of the vaccination? If yes,
do I need to inform them in 
advance before getting vaccinated?
The public health facility, in case of any adverse e�ects, 
will provide a free treatment to the beneficiary.  

What if I take only one dose?
To get complete benefit of the vaccine, it is advisable to 
complete both the doses of the vaccine. 

What if I forget to take the 
second dose? Should I take the 
first again?  
The second dose should be taken within the prescribed 
time or as early if it is missed. 



Can I roam around without a 
mask once I am vaccinated?
Two doses of vaccine will reduce your chance of 
becoming seriously ill. No vaccine is completely e�ective. 
It will take a few weeks for your body to build up 
protection. So, you will still need to follow the COVID 
Appropriate Behaviour like use of mask, washing of hands 
regularly with soap or use sanitizer , maintain at least 
2 feet distance ( 2 Gaz ki Doori )

Do you need to take it even if 
you had Corona? After how 
many days of getting cured?
COVID Vaccine could be taken. 4-8 weeks after recovery 
from the disease. 
































